
The Philippines has been known for its rich mineral and natural 
resources. Through the years, its mining industry has contributed to 
the economy, especially with the increased demand for minerals and 
energy. The outcome, however, is not all positive, as it carries with it 
the detrimental impact of mining on society and the environment. 

For instance, Clemente (2019) found that the passage of 
the Philippine Mining Act has been insufficient to address the 
environmental issues hounding the Philippine mining sector. 
Audits conducted by the Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources (DENR) revealed that several mine areas still lack the 
proper environmental plans. Uncontrolled degradation has also 
remained rampant. 

Behind these problems are institutional issues affecting the 
implementation of mining laws in the country (Clemente et al. 
2018). One particular issue is the overlapping functions of agencies 
handling mining concerns, a situation that creates an opportunity for 
enterprising government employees to engage in corruption. 

The partner-agencies of DENR, such as the National Commission 
on Indigenous Peoples, were also reported to be suffering from 
insufficient human resources. This has affected not only the 
performance of their mining-related functions but also their efforts to 
protect the rights of mining stakeholders, particularly the indigenous 
peoples (Clemente 2019). Mendoza et. al (2013) argued that 
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National Tax Reseach Center

The National Tax Research 
Center (NTRC) is an 
attached agency of the 
Department of Finance 
mandated to conduct 
continuing research 
on taxation. Aside from 
improving the tax system 
and raising the level of 
tax consciousness among the 
Filipino people, it is also committed 
to achieving a faster rate of economic 
growth and engendering a more equitable distribution 
of wealth and income through tax research. 

In line with its mandate, the NTRC provides comments 
or position papers on revenue proposals coming from 
the Congress and other government offices and the 
private sector. 

It also recommends tax reforms and revisions as may 
be necessary to improve revenue collection and tax 
administration.

Know more the NTRC here: http://www.ntrc.gov.ph/
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DOWNLOAD THE LATEST 
DEVELOPMENT RESEARCH NEWS

The last issue of the Development Research News this 

2019 features the highlights of the fifth Annual Public Policy 

Conference (APPC), zeroing in on the challenges related to 

the emerging New Globalization, also known as Globalization 

4.0. The banner article specifically captures one of the key 

messages of the APPC, that is, the Philippines, together with 

the rest of middle-income countries, is under threat due to poor 

investments in global health. Also included are PIDS studies 

on housing, rice tariffication, small and medium enterprises, 

and senior citizens. Completing this issue is an article on smart 

cities, which can be a potent tool to address the issues arising 

with the advent of the New Globalization.

The SERP-P team conducted a reorientation for the National 
Tax Research Center (NTRC) on November 28, 2019. Dr. Sheila 
Siar and Ms. Jachin Aberilla, SERP-P program manager and 
coordinator, respectively, presented updates on the SERP-P 
project and demonstrated how to upload publications on the 
SERP-P database.

The reorientation was attended by officials and SERP-P 
coordinators of NTRC. 

Ms. Jachin Aberilla, SERP-P coordinator, visited the UP 
National Center for Transportation Studies (UP NCTS) on 
December 10, 2019. She presented the features of SERP-P, 
gave updates on the project, and demonstrated how to upload 
publications on the database. The reorientation was attended 
by Mr. Julius Panotes, UP NCTS librarian and SERP-P 
coordinator.
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such failure on the part of the government to 
properly manage mining activities has also led to 
huge environmental damage.

Given these concerns, reforms are thus needed 
to ensure that the growth of the mining sector 
is inclusive and will give the greatest possible 
benefit to the nation (Habito 2011). In particular, 
Mendoza et. al (2013) have highlighted the 
need to establish governance and management 
norms that meet world-class standards 
to improve the reputation of mining in the 
Philippines. 

Meanwhile, Clemente et. al (2018) have urged 
the government to review its mining policies 
and come up with harmonized implementing 
guidelines for all agencies involved to eliminate 
personal tendencies to relax rules. 

The Socioeconomic Research Portal for the 
Philippines (SERP-P) has a collection of studies 
on the mining sector in the Philippines. In 
addition to those cited earlier, worth checking 
out are those by Pasagui and  Arsenia (2014) 
on mining revenue-sharing schemes and 
mechanisms, Gonzales (2013) on promoting 
transparency and accountability in the extractive 
industries sector, and Bicencio (2012) on 
charting growth directions for the Philippine 
mining sector.

For other related studies, simply type “mining” in 
the search box of the SERP-P website.

SERP-P Resources 
on Mining 
• National Industrialization in Philippine Mining: Review 

and Suggestions

• Value Addition: the Way of the Future for Philippine 
Mining

• Charting Growth Directions for the Philippine Mining 
Sector

• Devil’s Excrement or Manna from Heaven? A 
Survey of Strategies in Natural Resource Wealth 
Management

• Revenue Sharing in Mining: Insights from the 
Philippine Case

• Governance and Market Failures in Mining: Lessons 
from the Marcopper Mine Disaster in Marinduque, 
Philippines

• Does Mining FDI Crowd in or Crowd Out Other 
Investments? A Cross-Country Investigation of FDI 
Intersectoral Linkages

• Mining Revenue Sharing Schemes and Mechanisms

• Answering Critical Questions on Mining in the 
Philippines

• Challenges in the Philippine Mining Industry

• Corruption, IP issues beset PH mining

• Answering Critical Questions on Mining in the 

Philippines: Phase 2

continued from page 1
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SERP-P FEATURED RESEARCHER

Dr. Rosario G. Manasan
Dr. Rosario G. Manasan is a retired senior research 
fellow at the Philippine Institute for Development 
Studies (PIDS), where she spearheaded the research 
program on public finance and fiscal policy. A prolific 
writer, she has published numerous PIDS articles 
on taxation, public expenditure analysis, public 
expenditure management, fiscal decentralization, social 
protection, and other social sector issues.

Manasan received her PhD in Economics from the 
University of the Philippines in 1979 and her post-
doctoral studies from the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology.

To check the publications of Manasan in SERP-P, 
simply type “Manasan” in the search box of the 
SERP-P website.
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LATEST SERP-P RESOURCES
• Determinants of E-Commerce Adoption of Philippine Businesses

• Financing Universal Health Care in an Ageing Philippines

• Answering Critical Questions on Mining in the Philippines: Phase 2

• Too Early, Too Late: Timeliness of Child Vaccination in the Philippines

• Socioeconomic Profile of Sustainable Livelihood Program Participants: 
Evidence from a Household Survey

• Performance of Philippine Services Trade: An Update

• Assessment of the Philippine Local Government Planning and Budgeting 
Framework

• Philippine Statistical System in the Wake of the Emerging Data Revolution 
and Digitization

• Welfare Impacts of Rice Tariffication

• Process Evaluation of the Performance-Based Bonus (PBB) Scheme

• Assessment of the Free Irrigation Service Act

• Status of Senior High School Implementation: A Process Evaluation

• Assessing the Readiness of Filipino MRA-supported Professions to 
Participate in the Mobility of Skilled Labor in the ASEAN Region: Lessons 
for APEC Economies

• Improving Human Resource through Mutual Recognition in ASEAN

• Towards Inclusive Social Protection Program Coverage in the Philippines: 
Examining Gender Disparities

• The Philippines’ Voluntary National Review on the Sustainable 
Development Goals

• Effects of TRAIN Fuel Excise Taxes on Goods and Prices

• Impacts of TRAIN Fuel Excise Taxes on Employment and Poverty

• Impact of Foreign Linkages on Innovation Activity of Manufacturing Firms 
in CALABARZON

• Social Protection and Demand for Health Care among Children in the 
Philippines

• Chronic Food Poverty and Weather Variability in the Philippines

• Spatial Integration Analysis of the Regional Urea Fertilizer Markets in the 
Philippines

2019 SEARCA Photo 

Contest: Voting IS NOW OPEN

You may now vote for your favorite
photographs in the 2019 SEARCA
Photo Contest.

Vote for your favorite photographs
by (1) liking the SEARCA Facebook
Page and (2) liking the photo/s of
your choice. The photo with the most 
number of “likes” wins the People’s 
Choice Award (USD 200). Auto-likes 
and auto-reactions are strictly prohib-
ited. Photos which received auto-likes 
or auto-reactions will be disqualified 
from the competition. You may vote 
from 17 December 2019 to 9 January
2020.

VOTE HERE: https://bit.ly/2Q14Bls

SEAMEO IINOTECH: GURO21
Course 1 Public Offering

Start the year by enrolling in an 
online course that will help you 
enhance your skills in facilitating 
the development of 21st century 
skills among your learners! Register 
now through bit.ly/2020guro21. For 
more info, email josie@seameo-
innotech.org

CAREER
OPPORTUNITIES
Career opportunities at PIDS
Career opportunities at NEDA
Career opportunities at INNOTECH
Career opportunities at SEARCA

Philippine Institute for Development Studies
18F Three Cyberpod Centris, North Tower
EDSA cor. Quezon Ave., Quezon City

SERP-P Team at PIDS:
Sheila V. Siar, Project Manager
Jachin Jane O. Aberilla, SERP-P Coordinator
Celia M. Reyes and Aniceto Orbeta Jr., Technical Advisers

If you want your forthcoming events, latest 
publications, and other announcements to be 
included on the SERP-P News, contact:

Jachin Jane O. Aberilla
SERP-P Coordinator
Email: jaberilla@mail.pids.gov.ph 
Tel.: +63-2 877-4022
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